Hamlet sample outline
For Why is Hamlet crazy? Was he born that way or driven by the circumstances of his life?
I. Introduction
A. Death of his father
B. Hamlet questions his own existence/mother marries too soon
C. Ghost
II. Death of Father
A. Gertrude says, “throw thy nighted color off” Act I, Scene ii, line 8
B. Marcellus says, “Something is rotten in the state of Denmark” Act I, iv, line 95
C. Hamlet says to Ophelia “Get thee to a nunnery” four times Act III, I, 218, 219, 225, 225
III. Question existence/marriage too soon
A. “Frailty thy name is woman” Hamlet commenting on his mother’s behavior, I, ii, 88
B. “Thaw and resolve itself into a dew” Hamlet wanting to disappear I, i, 72
C. “To be or not to be” III, i, 160 Hamlet questioning his existence
IV. Ghost
A. “Revenge his foul and most unnatural murder” I, v, 25 ghost describing his death
B. “Which might deprive your sovereignty of reason and draw you into madness” I, iv, 76-77 Horatio saying stay away from the ghost
C. “Prompted to my revenge by heaven and hell” II, ii, 137 Hamlet commenting after the play that he must murder his uncle
V. Conclusion
A. Death of father
B. Question existence/mother married too soon
C. Ghost
