Notes on compare/contrast paragraphs about “The Lottery” by Shirley Jackson and “Dangers of Tradition” by Bakari Bosa
Alike
The Lottery 
Dangerous
Black spot on piece of paper
Stone them
Conformity 
Even when bad, no one stops it
Mood
Dark
“Both physical and mental trauma” (Bosa, par. 10)

The Dangers of Tradition
Dangerous
Running of the bulls
Hazing
Conformity
Jump off cliff=good harvest
Mood
“Both physical and mental Trauma” (Bosa, par. 10)

Outline
I. Tradition
A. Dangerous
B. Conformity
C. Mood
II. Dangerous
A. Deadly
B. Running of the bulls
C. Black spot 
III. Confromity
A. Even bad
B. No one stops it
C. Following the crowd
IV. Mood
A. Dark
B. “both physical and mental trauma” Par. 10
C. Ridiculous
V. Conclusion
A. Dangerous
B. Conformity 
C. Mood
Paragraph
Tradition can be dangerous or helpful. In Shirley Jackson’s “The Lottery” and Bakari Bosa’s “The Dangers of Tradition” we see that both stories address how tradition plays a role in society. In both stories, we see examples of dangerous traditions. Conformity to those traditions is also present in both stories.  This creates a mood that is both dark and has “both physical and mental trauma” (Bosa, par. 10). Both stories are examples of how dangerous tradition can be.


Contrast
The Lottery 
Helpful
Keeps population down?
Characters
One person is in charge- Mr. Summers
Dangerous
Story is about death
Dangers of Tradition
Helpful
To understand why grandma’s pot roast had to be cut down in size
Characters
Multiple stories, no one person in charge
Not Dangerous all the time
Ireland (shamrocks)
Pot roast

Outline
I. Contrast
A. Helpful
B. Characters
C. Dangerous
II. Helpful
A. Keep population down?
B. Grandma and the roast
C. Some traditions are just “value reinforcement” (Bosa, par. 4)
III. Characters
A. “The Lottery”-Mr. Summers
B. Dangers of Tradition no one person
C. Multiple stories and the “The Lottery” is one single day
IV. Dangerous
A. The lottery-yes
B. Dangers of Tradition multiple-not all
C. The Lottery always a danger to everyone, Dangers of Tradition-not all
V. Conclusion
A. Helpful
B. Characters
C. Dangerous
Paragraph
	“The Lottery” and “Dangers of Tradition” while they are both about traditions, they have some fundamental differences. In “The Lottery” we see and example of how execution might be helpful to a society that needs to limit its population. By contrast, in “Dangers of Tradition” a helpful tradition is simply cutting a pot roast to fit it to a specific pan size. Some traditions reflect “value reinforcement” (Bosa, par. 4) and reinforcing values is always helpful. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Even though both stories are about values, they reflect these values through very different characters. In the “The Lottery”, Mr. Summers is the one in charge. One man, one verdict. The opposite is true in “Dangers of Tradition”. There are multiple judges and multiple verdicts-no one person decides anyone’s fate. The fate of a person getting a black spot in the “The Lottery” is always death, whereas in “Dangers of Tradition” this is not always true. 
