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areth Hinds (b. 1971) has adapted numerous literary classics into graphic
novel form, including Beowulf, an epic poem written in Old English and
widely considered to be the most important and enduring work of Old
English literature. Though its origin date is contested amongst scholars, a first
'manuscript is widely believed to have been created sometime between 970 and
1025 A.D. The poem was written by an Anglo-Saxon of unknown identity, but the
story itself is set firmly in the Scandinavia of yore. The tale follows the heroic journey
of Beowulf, who comes to the aid of a king to defeat the murderous monster, Grendel.

In this excerpt, Beowulf confronts the gigantic creature.
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“Therefore | shall carry

neither sword nor shield nor coat

of mail to this battle”

TO THEE
RiING
HROTHGAR!

Lam BJEOWULF, kinsman to
RKiNne H VGELAC. Many

deeds of note have [ done in my
life, and now the reports of the
monster Grendel have brought me
to your land. For strangers from
over the sea have told us how this
fair hall stands empty as soon as
evening falls, "Twas my comrades
who put the thought in my heart,
for they had seen my valorous
deeds, how I had conquered the
foes of my country and brought
the race of giants low, and slain
monsters both on sea and on land.
So now I am come, my lord King,
to fight single-handed against this
Grendel. More I have heard: that
the monster dire, in his wrath, has
no regard for weapons.
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Therefore I shall carry neither

sword nor shield nor coat of
mail to this battle. With the
grip of my hands only will I
confront this enemy, struggling
with him, life for life. But who
shall live and who shall die,

let it be as God shall will.

I DOUBT NOT, O King,
that if he has his way, he will
devour the champions of the
Geats, even as he has those of
the Danes. As for me, thou
wilt not need to lay my body
in the earth and raise a
mound over it, for he will
surely carry it off to the
moors where he dwells and
devour it there. Only I pray
thee to send back to King
Hygelac my armor, for it
came to me by inheritance,
and Wayland, the smith of
the gods, wrought it in the old
time. But that which Fate has
ordered shall come to pass.
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Often have my warriors
BOASTED, merry with their
drink, that they would stand
up, sword in hand, against
the monster. But when
morning came, lo! The hall
was bespattered with gore,
and the benches reeked with
blood, and I was the poorer

by many brave men.
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But I pray thee, hardy
heroes, sit down to
the feast.
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contended with Breca in
swimming on the open sea? 'Twas
indeed foolhardy, yet no man
could turn you from your
adventure. Seven days and nights
ye toiled, one against the other,
but in the end he prevailed, for he
had the greater strength.

The waves cast him ashore on the
land of the Hearthoram, whence
he journeyed back to his own
kingdom. So I predict a worse
adventure for thee — though
doubtless thou art a sturdy warrior
in the shock of battle — if thou
dare to await Grendel’s coming
through the watch of night.
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Surely the ale-can has wrought with
thee, friend Unferth, that thou hast
said such things about Breca. But I
say to thee that in buffeting the waves
of the sea, I have more strength than
any man under heaven.

Now hear the truth. This Breca
and [, in our boyhood, were wont to
talk of this — how we would test our-
selves against the sea — and we made
agreement to contend one against the
other. So we swam, each holding in
one hand a sword to defend himself
against the monsters of the sea. Not
one whit farther than I could he swim,
nor could I outpace him.

So for the space of five days and
nights we swam together, but on the
sixth day the floods parted us, for the
wind blew mightily from the north
and the waves were rough. So was |
left alone, and the rage of the sea-
monsters was roused against me; but

my coat of mail stood me in good
stead against their attacks. In grim-
mest grip did one great beast seize me
and drag me to the bottom

of the sea. Yet strength was given me
to pierce the monster with my sword,

and I slew him.

1. Breca a close, childhood friend of Beowulf
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And so it came that I slew with my
sword nine monsters of the deep and
escaped with my life. Never was a
man more hardly pressed by the
waves of the sea or put into greater

‘ peril of death. Spent with swimming,
I'was finally cast up by the tide upon
the land of the Finns. I have heard
of no such deeds as done by thee,
Unferth, son of Ecglaf.

LADY, when I embarked on this
voyage with my fellows, I swore that
I'would do this deed or perish at the
hands of Grendel. And to this I am
bound; I will fulfill my oath and
work the will of your people, or
meet my death in this great hall.
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Never since I first laid my right

: il hand to the sword and bore the
.—' e shield on my left have I given this
/ wd hall of the Danes to any man to
ol s keep. And now I give it in trust to
thee. Do thou keep it as
befits its grace. Be of good hope;

be valiant; watch for the foe.
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