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QUEEN: If it be, . |
Why seems it so__pa_rtiqul_ar with thee?

HAMLET: Seems, madam? Nay, it is, | Know not “seems.”
“Tis not alone my Inky cloak, good mother, P
Nor customary suits of solemn black,
Nor windy susplration of forc'd breath,
No, nor the fruitful river in the eye,
Nor thé dejected havior of the visage, -
Together with all forms, moods, shapés of grief,
_That can denote me truly. These indeed seem, - e
Eor they are actions that a man might play, _
But | have that within which passes show, - C _ S
These but the trappings and the suits of woe. :

K\NG: ‘Tis sweet and commendable in your nature, l_—\amiéf,’
To give these mourning duties to your father. -

4o But you must know your father lost @ father,

W t father lost, lost his, and the survivor bound
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in filial obligation for sorme term I R
To do obsequious sorfow. Butto persever '
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Why should we in 00T eevish hpposition

\ Take it to heart? Fieﬁt@\giagﬁio'hea\/en, :
To reason most absurd, whose common theme
s death of fathers, and who stil hath cried,
From the first corse till e that died to-day, 3!
“This must be so.” We pray you. throwto earth- 7™ .
This@ailingw&%}ﬁnd think of us sy oo

~ As of a father, for letthe world take note & Q\t
~ You are the most immediate o our throne, :3;) \gﬁ
R

And with no less nobility of love ,

Than that which dearest father bears hisson
Do | impart toward you. For your intent o

In going back 1o school in Wittenberd,

It is most retrograde to our desire,

And we beseech you, bend you to remain
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eg QUEEN Let notthy mother lose her prayers Hamle’{_ }{\@y{z@@g@/

60 | pray thee sray W|th us; go notto W|ttenberg

61 HAMLET 1shall in aH my best obey you madam. SN
S8 _K!NG Why tls a Iovmg and a’ falr reply
"s3 Be as ourselfin Denmark. Madam come,
e This gentle and unforc’d accord of Hamlet -
65 -Sits smiling to my heart in grace whereof,
“66. NOjocund: hea!th that Penmark-drinks to—day,
- 67 Butthe great cannonio, the: clouds shall: tell; :
: ,.'And the King s rouse the heaven shaii brurt*agaln FOon
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Alone ori stage, Hamlet
 wishes he could °
" metaphorically dissolve
~Into dew because he
. thinks His life has lost dll
. mearing. The author’s
" gpecific diction cholces,
- ‘-; ‘weary, stale, ﬂdt and
j‘ unproﬁtab!e” effectlve!g
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- Ham!et feels about the
'rmarrrage of His, uncle
. andhis mother.
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Had left the flushing in'het galled eyes, ¥+
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102

103
104

08
106

107
108

109
110
1
112
113
114
115
116
17
18
119
120
121

292 Reading & Writing

-Companion

Frém'Act_ |1_, Scene i1i:

Hamiet has been visited by an apparition claiming 1o’ be the ghost:of his -

_ father, who urges Ham!et-to_qy_\e‘hge..his‘ father’s murder.- Hamlet isyyedrs--rh_é
will obey, but hesitates. Watching. & -gﬁo'i;!p_;oﬁtrdveﬁng__.plqyérs_;pe'rfbrm_':th'e'
‘murder of Priam, king of Troy, Harmilet.compares :ome actor’s:passionate
portrayal of Hecuba, Priam’s grieving widow;, to his wn inaction.

HAMLET: O, what a rogue and.
peasantslave amlb. . =7 T
s it not monstrous that this player
here, o T
But in a fiction, in a dream of passion; |

*Could force his soul so 1o his own
conceit ..+ - _ o
That from her working all his visage’ :
wann'd, -~ -

Tears in his eyes, distraction inhis ~ “engraving by Robert Thew, based on'a
aspect, i - IR - painting by Henry Fuseli, o -

" A broken voice, an’ his whole function suiting” e s
With forms 10 his conceit? And all-fornothing, B
For Hecuba! - L T T e
What's Hecuba to him, or he to Hecuba, AR P
That he should weep for her? What would he do ™ - _

Had he the motive and the cue for passion S i e
That | have? He would drown the stage with tears, - - ' RN
And cleave the general ear with horric-speech, e

Make mad the guilty, and appall the free,

Confound the ignorant, and amazeindeed

The very faculties of eyes and ears. Yet!, .-

A dull and muddy-mettled rascal, peak®
Like John-a-dreams®, un pregnant of® my cause,

@1, Hordtio Mdfc"éi_!ds-d%rc_ﬁ t_he)éhost,_ :

3. peak to mope _
4 John-a-dreams & nickname for a daydreamer
5. unpregnant of unguickened, or unmoved, by
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