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5. deteriorate (di-tiré-o-rat’) verb To become worse; to decrease in quality 5.
or value. (From the Latin word deterior, meaning “worse”)

Related Word deterioration noun

| Example Dancers’ flexibility and agility may deteriorate unless they
| exercise regularly.

6. dismantle (dis-man’t]) verb To take apart or tear down; to reduce to —
pieces. e artonem

Example Alex purchased a special bicycle that he could dismantle
and store easily.

| 7. extinct (ik-stingkt’) adjective No longer existing or living: an extinct plant
species. (From the Latin word extinctus, meaning “extinguished”)

Related Word extinction noun
Example Short-eared owls may soon become extinct unless steps
are taken to protect them.

8. negate (ni-gat’) verb a. To make ineffective or worthless. b. To rule out
or deny. (From the Latin word negare, meaning “to deny”)

Related Word negation noun

Example His smile negated the effect of the scolding he gave his
son.

9. rancid (ran’sid) adjective Smelling or tasting like spoiled oils or fats.
(From the Latin word rancere, meaning “to stink”)

Related Word rancidness noun

_ Example Before refrigeration, people used salt to prevent meat
from becoming rancid.

10. squander (skwon’dar) verb  To waste; to spend uselessly.

Related Word squanderer noun
Example Jed squandered his money on comic books.

Kinds of Destruction © Great Source DO NOT COPY
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CHOOSING THE BEST WORD

Decide which vocabulary word best completes the sentence, and write the
letter of that word on the answer line. ‘

L. If you leave an iron object out in the rain, it will

a. corrode b. deplete C. negate d. dismantle ~
. 15, 29 1 -
2. In Poor Richard’s Almanac, Benjamin Franklin advised his readers not to \/
time, “for that’s the stuff life is made of.” e 3 e e
a. dismantle b. corrode ¢. squander d. negate

3. Even though their supplies were quickly _____ the Texans holding the
Alamo refused to surrender. ;
a. depleted b. dismantled ¢ extinct d. deteriorated

4. Such materials as cloth and leather can
fall apart.
a. contaminate  b. negate c. deteriorate d. extinct

so much over time that they

5. Thousands of species of plants have become through the ages. e
a. corroded b. rancid c. negated d. extinct

6. Meat should be refrigerated so that it will hot' become ! {
a. extinct b. rancid c. corfoded d. negated

~a

7. Chemical sprays may help to mosquitoes in swampy areas.
a. corrode b. dismantle ¢. squander d. annihilate

8. Laws have been passed to prevent the chemical dumping that has

our water.
a. corroded b. contaminated c¢. negated d. dismantled

9. An antidote is something that can the effects of a poison and thus 9
save the victim.

a. contaminate b, deplete ¢. negate d. corrode

10. London Bridge once crossed the Thames River, but in 1968 it was 10
and moved to Lake Havasu City in Arizona.
a. corroded b. depleted c. dismantled  d. deteriorated

USING DIFFERENT FORMS OF WORDS

Decide which form of the vocabulary word in parentheses best completes the
sentence. The form given may be correct. Write your answer on the answer line.

1. Air pollution has a effect on buildings and statues. (corrode) 1.

2. “My opponent, if elected, will be a of city funds,” declared the 2.

mayoral candidate. (squander)

may result if foods are not properly refrigerated. (rancid) 3.

4. Rob was reading a science-fiction book about a space colony that escaped 4.
by a band of warriors. (annihilate)

5. A decrease in the number of American bald eagles has increased the 5.
concern about their . (extinct)
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