Literary Devices in “Midsummer Night’s Dream”
	Term
	Definition
	Example
	mood

	Antithesis
	Contrast of ideas by means of parallel arrangement of words, clauses, or sentences (opposite)
	“Love looks not with the eyes but with the mind” says Helena in Act I, scene i
	Love crossed, difficult times ahead

	Asyndeton
	Omission of conjunctions that ordinarily join coordinate words or clauses (lists)
	“Bracelets, rings, gawds/concerts, knacks, trifles, nose gays, sweetmeats” Egeus says in Act I, scene I OR “That lived, that loved, that liked, that looked with cheer” Bottom, Act V, scene I
	Love forbidden

	Chiasmus
	An inverted relationship between the syntactic elements of parallel phrases
	“Four days will quickly steep themselves in night; Four nights will quickly dream away the time” Hippolyta Act I, scene i
	Time goes by quickly, so love must be taken now

	Irony
	Opposite of literal meaning
	“This is to make an ass of me” Botton, Act III, scene i
	sarcastic

	Metonymy
	A figure of speech where the name of one thing stands for another
	“The poet’s pen turns to shapes and give to airy nothing” Theseus, Act V, scene i
	Dreamy, playful and lighthearted

	Rhetorical Question
	A statement made as a question with no expectation of an answer
	[bookmark: _GoBack]“And you are grown so high in his because I am so dwarfish and so low?” Hermia Act III, scene 2
	Despair in love

	Synecdoche
	A figure of speech by which a part stands for the whole
	“I see a voice” Bottom Act V, scene I OR
“The eye of man hath not heard…” Act IV, scene I Bottom
	Eyes can be deceived if love is based on just appearance

	Zeugma
	The of a word to modify two or more words usually in a way that applies to each word in a different sense
	“…or else it stood upon the choice of friends” Lysander, Act I, scene i
Stood upon=depends on merit, destiny or birth
	Reliability of love



