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COURSE DESCRIPTION:  

Students continue to build on their understanding of informational texts and fiction by applying the skills acquired in English I-III. The course combines rigorous instruction with engaging, interactive strategies and self-reflection to prepare students for academic success.  This course includes journal writing, formal writing, vocabulary building, quizzes on literature we are studying as well as tests, and participation.
PRIMARY & SECONDARY TEXTS/RESOURCES (etc) 
· The textbooks are PROVIDED in class.

REQUIRED SUPPLIES:




     

1) Blue or Black Ink Pens / Pencils 


2) A spiral bound notebook (provided by teacher)
3) Plenty of loose-leaf paper

4) Optional: Highlighters (blue, yellow, pink, orange)

CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS:
1) Respect- Students will demonstrate respect for other students and the teacher by using appropriate language, being prepared for class, following directions, adhering to all school policies, and by keeping an open mind when learning about different cultures, traditions, beliefs and life styles.

2) Be Prepared-Always come to class prepared.  This means coming into class on time and being seated when the bell rings, and completing homework on time. In addition, your presence in the classroom is essential to your success.  Tardiness and unexcused absences will have an adverse effect on your grade.

3) Take ownership of your education-Take personal responsibility for your learning: set goals, evaluate progress towards those goals, adhere to high standards and revise your performance when needed. This is your education – get everything you can out of it! 
CLASSROOM RULES

1. You may ask for a pencil or pen only if you are willing to give me collateral. Cell phones, two shoes AND an ID qualify for acceptable collateral
2. You may only leave class with teacher permission. To leave class you must put your cellphone in the parking lot, sign out with the time and take the pass provided. No cell phone, no leaving class with permission.
3. You may not eat/drink in class, except breakfast for 1st period.

4. You may not wear headphones or have any electronic devices where I can see them in my class, please bring your phone to the bin at the beginning of class.
5. You will use appropriate and professional language. Absolutely no profanity.

6. Movement-ask 3 before me. Please wait for break in “lesson” to ask for restroom. Everyone is seated before dismissal. Bell does not dismiss you. Teacher does.

7. Talking-NOT during journal time, reading or quiz/test. Always during a discussion or question and answer time.

8. No hats, unless the teacher hands you one to wear.

9. No food or drink, except 1st period.

10. Bathroom-must sign out and leave phone. Time limit: 10 min. Not 1st 5 minutes of class or last five.
STUDENT INTEGRITY AND DECORUM:
All students are here to learn and make adequate progress toward meeting the course standards.  Students are expected to be active participants in the learning process and uphold the academic integrity policy.  Students are also expected to maintain a certain level of behavior.  Since disruptive behavior is a disservice to the learning process, those students engaging in such behavior will be dealt with according to teacher, school, and county policies.  



1. verbal warning from the teacher



2. written warning/parent notification



3. parent conference



4. referral to the Learning Community Administrator/parent notification
HOMEWORK AND ASSIGNMENT POLICIES:

· Copying, cheating, and/or plagiarizing are grounds for failing the assignment and disciplinary action. 

· All assigned work is required.  In the event of an absence, a student has the entire grading period to make up work. One week before grades are due, no work will be accepted.  Since work is assigned to help the student master a skill, it must be completed, even if it is late. In the case of an excused absence, students are responsible for making up all missed work and for any class notes given during their absence within two days for every day absent.  Students should plan to speak to the teacher before school upon return.   
GRADES:

Grades in this class are weighted by category. Each quarter students will receive grades for assignments that assess their progress in writing, reading, speaking and listening. All grades are curved unless otherwise posted. 
	25%
	25%
	20%
	20%
	10%

	TESTS/PROJECTS/

QUIZZES
	FORMAL WRITING
	JOURNAL WRITING
	CLASSWORK/HW/
VOCABULARY
	PARTICIPATION


Special Note:

It is my intention to provide my students with a rigorous course designed to prepare them for any level of course work they choose to take in the future.  It is also my intention to prepare students, to the best of my ability, for the standardized test that they must take (and pass) in the spring.  Therefore, it is imperative students put in the commitment and effort to work on reading and writing outside of class.  Students who come to class without the work previously assigned will be unable to complete the day’s assignments.  Parents should be able to see grades posted every two weeks. This is a “snapshot” of grades for the quarter.  If there are any questions, please email or call me immediately.
Plagiarism can be defined as submitting another person’s ideas, words, images or data without giving that person credit or proper acknowledgement.  Plagiarism, a form of academic dishonesty, is tantamount to stealing and will not be tolerated.  In order to clarify what constitutes plagiarism, you should be aware that you have committed plagiarism when you:

· use phrases, quotes or ideas not your own; i.e. “cut and paste”

· paraphrase the work of another even though you ay have changed the wording or syntax;

· use facts or data not considered common knowledge;

· submit a paper written for another class (academic dishonesty);

· submit a paper from an essay service or agency even though you may have paid for it (these papers are usually of low quality, so you probably did not get your money’s worth);

· submit a paper by another person even though he or she may have given you permission to use it.

You should also note that plagiarism not only encompasses written work, but also computer data, research, musical scores, video programs, and visual arts.

Plagiarism is a serious issue, especially in an academic environment.  Teachers must be able to rely on the integrity of a student’s work in order to maintain a climate for successful learning.  Plagiarism reflects on character; therefore, you should diligently avoid inadvertent plagiarism.  When you are unsure if acknowledgement is needed, ask your teacher.  The penalties for blatant plagiarism include loss of all credit for the assignment with no opportunity to rewrite.  This may significantly lower your final grade.  Furthermore, plagiarism, a form of cheating, can result in suspension according to the Duval County Public Schools Code of Conduct.  We will discuss methods for avoiding plagiarism as the school year progresses.

Plagiarism Contract

I, _____________________________(please print), am aware of the seriousness of plagiarism and will not intentionally use or submit someone else’s work without acknowledgement.  Furthermore, I will not misrepresent someone else’s work as my own.

Signature_______________________________
Date___________________

I have read the contract and understand the consequences of plagiarism.

Parent/Guardian______________________________
Date________________

Syllabus

I have read and understand the class syllabus and policies for the English class.  If I have any questions or concerns, I know that I can contact Dr. Williams using the above information. This is my first assignment in class where my first grading period will begin.
Print Your Name:________________________ Student’s Signature: __________________________

Parent/Guardian’s Name(s):___________________________________________________________
   

Parent/Guardian’s Signature:___________________________________ Date:__________________

Home Phone: ________________Cell Phone__________________ Work Phone __________________

Parent/Guardian’s Email:_____________________________________________________________ 

Student Email:____________________________________________________________________
English IV/Intensive Reading 








